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For Three Generations Of Philpot Attorneys, 
It’s All About Family And Serving Others

BY KATHY LAUGHLIN

People don’t generally spend much time thinking 
about attorneys — unless they need one.

That doesn’t keep us from making plenty of assump-
tions, based on silly jokes, politics, novels, TV shows — 
and lots of commercials.

The Philpot Law Firm in Greenville tries to defy those 
cliches, though their field is perhaps the most maligned, 
personal injury law.

Irvin “Henry” Philpot Jr. began practicing law in 1964. 
He and his eldest son Irvin H. “Irv” Philpot III founded 
the Philpot Law Firm, PA, in 1990.

Now 81, Henry works with three generations of attor-
neys … all of them Philpots … under one roof in a grand 
home-turned-office at 115 Broadus Ave. in the Pettigru 
neighborhood.

Henry’s three children (Irv, Elizabeth and Eric) and a 
grandson (Bo) followed him into the law, and then into 
the firm. His wife of nearly 60 years, Becky, keeps an 
eye on the office and everything else.

“I’ve merged with a lot of family, but my No.1 merger 
was when I married my wife in 1961,” Henry says. “It’s 
satisfying that something you started is going to con-
tinue with your family.”

Henry’s parents, Irvin and Helen, led the way. They 
ran Berea Gin & Supply in the 1940s and ’50s, selling 
fertilizer, soda, shotgun shells, thread, seed, bologna 
and more, Philpot recalls fondly.

The store, at Hunts Bridge and Farrs Bridge roads 
— known then as “the Berea crossroads” — was also 
among the last cotton gins in the Upstate when it closed 
in the 1950s.

Starting the law firm seemed like a natural progres-
sion for the family. “I wanted to hand something down 
to my children and grandchildren,” Henry says. “Getting 
started, I felt like I was teaching. Then, they got past 
me.”

The Philpot’s oldest son, Irv, graduated from law 
school in 2½ years instead of the usual three because 
his father needed help with the business. Irv and his 
wife returned to Greenville in 1986.

Irv, like his siblings, reveres his father and grandfa-
ther. He treasures the words of Walt Brashier, a prom-
inent Greenville entrepreneur.

“He said of my grandfather, ‘Few times in our nation’s 
history has one man meant more to his community than 
Irvin Henry Philpot Sr. meant to the Berea community.’”

Helping others is both the firm’s and the family’s mis-

sion, Irv says. If the eldest son doubted his calling, it 
evaporated during one of his courses at the College of 
Charleston.

“I had a class with a famous trial lawyer, who said, 
‘Trial lawyers make a living helping people.’ And that’s 
what made me decide to become a lawyer,” Irv says. 
“That was what I saw my grandfather and my father do, 
and that’s what I wanted to do.”

One of Irv’s seven children, Irvin H. “Bo” Philpot IV, is 
the youngest lawyer at the firm. Two more of Henry’s 11 
grandchildren may follow. Bo’s wife, Rachel, is the office 
manager. In addition to the many Philpots, the firm has 
four additional staff members who are like family, by 
choice, if not by birth.

Bo, 50 years younger than his grandfather, graduated 
from Furman University before earning an MBA from 
Winthrop University

“I would say my path was a winding road,” Bo says.
He made a stop at the family business, not intending 

to stay.
“I just experienced working with my family and the 

joys of that, and I’m like, ‘I feel like I’ve sort of been run-
ning from law school. I think I might actually give this 
thing a try.’”

Bo describes the firm as a “collective brain bank.”
“We draw from the pool of each other’s knowledge,” he 

explains. “I tell clients that, at Philpot Law Firm, you’re 
not being represented by one attorney, you’re being rep-
resented by a family.”

Henry and Becky’s only daughter, Elizabeth “Liz” Hope 
Philpot, finds satisfaction in mentoring her nephew, Bo.

“It’s so fun because we are total opposites. Bo is me-
thodical, and I’m sort of like, ‘let’s get it done.’ He slows 
me down, and sometimes I have to speed him up a little. 
He never met a client he didn’t just love. He’s like his 
granddaddy,” she says.

Like Bo, she took a circuitous route to the firm.
“When I started out,” Liz says, “I thought, I’m going to 

get a job with a law firm, and I’m going to become part-
ner. And I’m going to do my own thing.”

She found success at a defense firm, which represent-
ed insurance agencies and other companies being sued.

Her priorities began changing when she attended a 
convention of trial lawyers in Atlanta.

“I could just feel the energy. All these attorneys were 
coming together, and they were just united in this com-
mon and really noble cause. So, I started to understand 
why my father was so passionate about his profession 
and why he’s so proud to be a trial lawyer.”

When her father and brother called, she came home. 
“That’s when I got this fire for helping people.”

The Philpots: 23 family members and growing, celebrate Henry Philpot’s 80th birthday. 
(Alan Turner Jr. is not pictured)
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Her father has said the job is different every day. “It’s 
challenging, and at 81, he still has that passion. I feel 
very privileged and honored that I have this, that he 
gave us this legacy.”

For the youngest sibling, Eric H. Philpot, the family 
business was part of growing up.

“I started in my early teens working down here at the 
office,” Eric says. By then, his mother was working at 
the firm. “My papa — my grandfather — he would come 
to hang out, and I would hang out with him. A lot of 
treasured memories.”

He also cleaned the office, the bathrooms, even the 
basement.

Still, he had no plan to study law. “Going into college, I 
wasn’t certain of my career path.”

But when decision time came, “It was just a natural 
progression to follow my father and siblings into the 
study of law.”

The Philpots are quick to differentiate their firm from 
those with bolder, louder marketing. “I think it has de-
graded the practice of law to a certain extent,” Henry 
says.

About 80% of Philpot Law Firm’s clients come via 
word-of-mouth.

Henry explains that when he started practicing law, 

with Greenville attorneys Leo Hill and Rex Carter, it was 
considered unethical for lawyers to advertise. Today, 
the firm’s advertising is low-key.

“We feel it hurts you with a jury if you’ve been on TV 
acting like it’s a game and fun.”

People who see those commercials may think their 
case will be handled by the attorney on TV, he explains. 
But large firms have satellite offices with investigators 
and paralegals who see clients.

“If you come to see us, you’re going to see the Philpots, 
and one of the Philpot lawyers will be involved in your 
case from start to finish,” he says.

Personal injury settlements are not like winning the 
lottery.

“It’s adversarial. The other side is pushing just as hard 

as we are,” Henry says. “Most injured people would say, 
‘Take me back to where I was before I got injured and 
keep the money. The money’s not worth it.”’

Clients may be hurt, unable to work, anxious and des-
perate — and need to be treated with dignity, says Eric, 
now married with two children.

“A lot of people are downtrodden, and the world hasn’t 
treated them very kindly,” he explains. “When you treat 
everyone who comes through the door like you want 
to be treated, you’d be surprised how their disposition 
changes.”

Irv, Liz and Eric look to the example of their brother, 
Joseph Smith Philpot, who died at age 52 in early De-
cember after a 24-year battle with brain cancer. He left 
behind his wife and two children.

“Joe had fewer years, but he had a lot more life in his 
years,” Liz says. “He woke up every day of those 24 years 
with a zest for life.”

Eric returns to the lesson his parents instilled, the 
Golden Rule: “Joe was probably the A+ student of the 
four of us, he was probably the best at that. Our goal 
with each client is to treat them the way we would want 
to be treated — like family.”

“We have embraced that,” Liz says.
The firm’s motto says it all: “Nobody fights for you like 

family.”

We draw from the pool of each 
other’s knowledge. I tell clients 

that, at Philpot Law Firm, 
you’re not being represented 
by one attorney, you’re being 

represented by a family.
Irvin H. “Bo” Philpot IV
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